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between such districts and others in the present day is
that the judicial proceedings of their magistrates and
commissioners are superintended by the Lieutenant-
Governor himself and not by the High Court; but
all the more important laws which prevail in the
quietest and most civilised parts of Bengal are equally
in force, as amongst the Santals for instance.

Upon the annexation of the Panjab in 1849, the
question by what law it was to be governed im-
mediately suggested itself. It was absolutely neces-
sary that the Province should be governed vigorously,
and at the same time cheaply, and these two objects
were attained by the establishment of what was called
the N on-Regulation or Panjdb system, by which all
the powers, both of the Judicial and of the Revenue
branch of the service, were put into the hands' of a
single body of men. This board was supposed to
apply on a large scale the precedent set by the pre-
vious Non-Regulation Districts. If such a scheme was
to be carried out in its integrity, it was impossible
to extend the Bengal Regulations to the Panjdb.
They could be fully administered only by officers
who become acquainted by long practice with their
intricacies, and who were in possession of a great
amount of collateral knowledge, without which they
were unintelligible. The proper remedy for this,
no doubt, would have been to codify the law, but
for such an operation there was no time, and the
course actually taken was to treat the Panjdb as a
Crown Colony, to assume that the Government
of India had, as the agent of the Queen, absolute